THE SCHOOLS AND THE SCHOLARS

Abelard was dared to lecture on Ezekiel. That he did so, and
with enormous success, was counted to him for presumption,
and later was introduced as a count in the indictment against
him at the Council of Soissons. Abelard was teaching in Paris
between 1120 and 1137. In his last days there he taught the
young John of Salisbury who came to Paris in 1136. John
saw the third phase of the evolution from Cathedral School
to University pass in motion during his years in statu pupillarL
In his time, the rough and ready, disorganized mechanism of
scholarship was already changing fast. The master, and the
scholar too, must now seek an established school. They must
not presume to set up a school of their own free will, nor
yet to teach without a licence. From this it is but a step, or a
series of steps each involving the others, to the intricate
mechanism of a university, degrees, a closed society of masters,
disciplinary organizations for students, regular courses of
lecturing, and the whole under the direction of a Chancellor
or a Rector. "In those first d#ys when youth in me was
happy and life was swift in doing, and I wandering in the
divers sweet cities of France, for the desire that I had of learn-
ing, gave all my might to letters.*'1 As long as schools were
Cathedral Schools such a spirit was possible. When they be-
came Universities this glorious freedom of the sons of learning
was cramped. The change was inevitable but it was not
wholly gain.

So far as Paris is concerned, Rashdall dates the change as
taking place anywhere within the span of the twenty years
1150 to 1170. During those years John of Celle was "admitted
into the fellowship of the elect masters/'2 It is the earliest

1 Helen Waddell. op. cit., p. in.
2 Rashdall. op. cit., Vol. I, p. 292.
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